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Abstract
To carry out an investigation, approaches can either be actuarial or clinical. Clinical approach is where an individual is provided with information of a certain case and gives a verdict. In actuarial approach, the conclusion absolutely depends on the relations between data and the event of interest. Below the two are discussed, and their application in the event of a missing child. 
Clinical and Actuarial Approaches in an Investigation
A missing child in a neighborhood is a very serious matter, therefore delegating the matter to one individual to simply decide where the child might have gone, is risky. However, there are instances where the clinical approach fits appropriately. For example, if a child often runs to a friend’s or relative’s without notice, it’s easy to say they might be there. The child could also be in a park, playing with friends. Moreover, if there have been cases of children missing in the area recently, it can be safe to conclude that those responsible belong together, or is the same person.
On the contrary, if information about the child, like where they were seen last is provided, the actuarial approach can be used, since the officers in charge can trace the whereabouts of the child. Also, if there has never been an incident of a missing child in the area, the actuarial approach should be used, to prevent that from ever happening. This makes the residents feel more secure, and the kidnappers, if any are involved, threatened. In agreement, if any harm has been done by the perpetrators on the guardian of the child or parent, actuarial approach should be used to get to the bottom of the case. 
For the clinical approach, it is easy to find the child if the parents of the guardian or parents can provide information on the areas the child commonly visits, or wanted to visit but was denied permission. The officers should look in all these places, there is a possibility to find the child there. Also, children are easily carried away by things around them, out of curiosity. 
A child may have followed an ice cream truck or a clown to a park without their realization, and forgotten their way back home. They may also have followed other children to a birthday party or an event in the neighborhood. In the case this incident is an additional to previous ones, the clinical approach can be used to dictate that the same person or group is behind all the incidences, and the actuarial approach is applied to trace the perpetrators.
If the guardian or parent of the child gives the information of when and where they last saw their child, officers can lead with that. For example, a mother may say that her child was in a pair of blue jeans, a pink t-shirt, pink shoes and blonde hair held in a ban, and she last saw them in the yard playing with other children. The officers in charge can ask the children where they last saw the missing child, and if they say the ice cream store, then the trace continues, thus the actuarial approach.
	If the perpetrators harmed the parents or guardian before the disappearance of the child, the officers can begin the investigation by asking them people they might be on wrong terms with, or what the perpetrators said or demanded before disappearing with the child. Deducting meaning from the perpetrator’s message is of importance in tracing them. 
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